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all three cases, however, this restoration was almost as short-lived
as the intrusive regime which it had superseded; and then in all
three cases, when the ephemeral restoration had been dismantled
in its turn, the subject communities, which had first been stimu-
lated and had then been repressed, at length won their way to
political freedom and at once made use of this freedom in order
to organize themselves politically into national states of the pattern
which had become common form in the Western World1 by the
time of the transition from the Modern Age to that 'post-modern*
epoch in which we find ourselves living to-day.2

This remarkably uniform sequence of events brings out the
at first sight paradoxical yet at the same time unquestionable fact
that in all three cases the culture which was introduced by the
intrusive empire was directly inimical in the first place to the
survival of the empire itself and in the second place to the national
interests of the empire-building community. The explanation of
this apparent paradox is to be found in a piece of antecedent
history that has already come to our notice.3 We have seen that
the modern Western version of the medieval Western city-state
culture was, in one of its aspects, an adaptation of this culture to
the social conditions of the persistently feudal parts of Western
Christendom, and that the necessary adjustment was made by
transposing the standard unit of political articulation from the
city-state to the kingdom-state scale. This pouring of the new
wine of Italian efficiency into the old bottles of Transalpine
feudal kingdoms had eventually generated a fresh political force
with a new institutional expression.4 It had brought to birth that
modern Western nationalism which can nowhere rest until it has
expressed itself in the concrete form of a sovereign independent
national state. The France which Napoleon used as the instru-

*  See Part I. A, vol. i, p. i, above*

*  The historical analogy which we have followed out above can perhaps be presented
more graphically in the form of'a table:
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N.B. Belgium, in contrast to both Italy and Germany, succeeded in overthrowing
the restoration regime as early as 1830 and in establishing her sovereign independence
as a national state as early as 1831.
3 In III. C (ii) (6), vol. iii, pp. 350-63, above,
*  See IV. C (iii) (i) 8, vol. iv, p. 198, above.